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Consolidated Iranian American Jewish Federation and Center
Statement of Revenue & Expenses
January through December 20042005
— e i — e ——
Jan - Dec 05 Jan - Dec 04 s Ch:nﬁt
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
560 - Shofar Publication 13,088.00 12,353.00 745.00
510, Membership 26,712.00 35,734.00
540 ' Donations Revenue 513,514.82 665,314.37 {151,799.55)
550 - Events Revenue 381,459.00 475,556.00 (94,097.00)
555 - Facility Rental 161.,204.10 271,300.60 (110,096.50)
Total Income 1,095,987.92 1.460,257.97 (364,270.05)
Expense
610 - Donation 2,500.00 55,900.00 (53,400.00)
750 - Prof. Fees (Shumaker) 9,732.50 18,527.42 (8,754.92)
804 - Bank Charges 256.72 964.19 (707.47)
810 - Charitable Contributions 55,439.09 890,729.53 (35,290.44)
830 - Dues and Subscriptions 760.00 475.00 285.00
%40 ' Katzman(Beth El Agree.) 24.000.00 24.000.00 0.00
850 - Insurance 66,169.47 64 BBG.64 1,282.83
859 - Licenses and Permits 20.00 190.70 (170.70)
860 - Repairs 27.241.53 0.00 27.241.53
' 870 - Maintenance 24.,379.65 18,706.20 5673.45
880 - Postage and Delivery 3.852.53 4,398.20 (545.67)
882 - Penalty 75.00 550.00 (475.00)
890 - Miscellaneous 3,500.15 2342 97 1.157.18
900 - Office Expense 12,616.43 20,362.74 (7.746.31)
915 - Printing and Publication 42,984 .38 34,785.76 8,198.62
920 - Advertising 4,805.00 5,951.44 (1,146.44)
922 - Torah 0.00 27,500.00 (27,500.00)
930 - Salanes 192,143.76 186,951.01 5,192.75
936 - 555/ Medicare 43,852.70 39,824.98 4,027.72
940 - Taxes (prop & payroll) 20.816.17 19,191.35 1,624.82
950 - Telephone & Fax 5.525.03 7.126.15 (1,601.12)
960 - Utlities 60,412.91 55,043.13 5,369.78
970 - Events 71,410.53 138.832.70 (67.422.17)
Total Expense T 67249355 817.240.11 m
Net Ordinary Income 423,494.37 643,017.86 (219,523.49)
Orther Income/Expense
Other Income
990 - Interest Income 7.034.13 5,283.02 “1.751.11
Total Other Income 7.034.13 5.283.02 1.751.11
Other Expense
995 - Interest Expense 123,907.27 147,260.02 (23,352.75)
996 - Depreciation §0,000.00 80,117.00 9,883.00
Total Other Expense 213,807.27 227.377.02 (13.469.75)
Net Other Income (206,873.14) (222,084.00) 15,220.86
Net Income 216,621.23 420,9‘2355 (104,3“1.63:;

VF

o s a8 40 et




Consolidated Iranian American Jewish Federation and Center
Statement of Assets, Liabilities & Net Worth
Ax af December 31, 2005
Dec 31, 05 Dec 31, 04 !Ctuuin
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
101 - Center Bank - TD 181,531.23 0.00 181,531.23
1602 - Center Bank - Business Acct. 86 518,79 263.329.76 [176,810.97)
103 - Bank Leumi £0-026532-01 173,484.21 138.469.93 34 904 28
104 - M. Market B0-026567-02 3.479.83 39,196.98 (35,717.05)
10 Cash in Bank - Friends of Israel 3767136 32,426.36 5,247.00
10 Cash in Bank - Emergency Med. 112.015.77 48 948 50 6401718
I Savings CD - Emergency Med, 100,000.00 100,000.00 0.00
Total Checking/Savings 695,683 29 622.421.62 73,261 67
Accounts Recelvable
Motes Receivable-paradise 26 8,000.00 8.000.00 0.00
Other Current Assets
130 - Prepaid FTH tax 800.00 B00.00 0.00
Total Other Current Assets B00.00 800,00 0.00
Total Current Assets 704 48329 631.221.82 T3,261.67
Fixed Assets
M - Land 831,314.00 B31,314.00 0.00
202 - Building 1,841 014.00 1,841,014 00 0.00
212 Computer Equipment 1 5873 8Q 1,583,680 0.00
215 - Fumiture & Fixture 35.710.75 35,710.75 0.00
120 Improvements 1,267,168 55 1,917,897 93 179,268 62
240 - Accumulated Depreciation (466,491.00) (376,481.00) (50,000.00)
Total Fixed Assets 3,740,307.18 3,651,038.57 T egceBe:
e —
TOTT AL AT & 444, 790, 48 4,182.260.19 162,330,290
LIAMILTTIES & ATy
| Liabilities
| Current Liabilities
| Cibher Current Liabilities
267 - Security Deposit-Touro College 12,000.00 0.00 12,000,00
265 - Security Deposit - Dvorskaya 7,800.00 ¥.800.00 0.00
Todal Crher Current Liabilities 19,800,00 7.800.00 12,000,00
,000.
Total Current Liabilities 16,800,00 7.500.00 12,000.00
Long Term Ligbilities
149 - Notes Payable®=* 3,330,546.51 3,396,637 45 66,090.94)
Total Lang Term Liabilitics 3,330,546 51 3,396,637 45 (66,080.94)
080,
Tatal Liabilities 3,350 346,51 3,404,437.45 (54,080.94)
Equity
00 Opening Bal Eqguity 3479767 34 297 .67 0.00
411 - Net Worth 31500226 315.002.26 0.00
410 - Retained Exmings 528,522 81 107,588 85 420,823 85
Net Income 216,621.23 420,823 86 (204,302 63)
Total Equity 1,084,443 57 87782274 216,621.23
———e e
PAFAL LIABH T 8 KQUITY 4,444,790.48 4,262 260.19 162,530.29
s natet Nk 1,267 401 67 1,270,488 &1
Turvpla Ttk £ 1,820 644 84 1874, 644 B4
Ford & el Pl —233,500.00 —251,50000
Tl e b 3,330 548.51 3260, 637 45
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For more information call today
ALBERT SHALTIEL  (2131500-9906
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Albert Elay Shaltiel -
ISRAELAND GROUP .
The Israeli Real Estate Office

O

Connecting the Jewish Communities
abroad to Israel by providing them with
lucrative real estate investment
opportunities in Israel and thus
advancing the Israeli economy.

. Tel/Fax: 972-4-9833456 Mobile: 972-52-5268154 USA: (213) 500-9906 / (818) 774-1826

e-mail: israeland elay@walla.com
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Successful Scientific Collahoration

A Joint effort between an Ismaeli
subsidiary of an  intemational
pharmaceutical company and a
Califomnia-based company (whose
CEO studied at the Weizmann
Institute of Science) has received
FDA  approval for Puricase, &
breakthrough drug that will alleviate
painful gout symptoms by breaking
down the uric acid. If all dees well,
Puricase will be marketed in Israel,
the US and worldwide. This
information was presented at a
US/lsraeli symposium by Mermry
Sherman, Ph.DD.

Puricase has been shown 1o
significantly reduce the swelling and
pain of gout. Photos of a gout
sufferer, whose finger had been
incurably swollen for 25 years,
showed that, after three months of
treatment with Puricase, the [inger
was almost normal.

This is good news for the 30,000
o 60,000 Americans who suffer
from this painful rheumatic discase,
The wric acid deposits in connective
tissue and joint space hetween bones
creale swelling, redness, pain and
joint  stiffness. While men and
clderly women are  primarily
affected, organ transplant recipients
develop this insidious condition as a
result of trentment with o drug that
prevents tissue rejection,

The Isracl-US Binational
Research and Development
Foundation (BIRD) funded SS00.000
for this project and will receive a
I15% vretum when Puricase is
marketed. An unsuccessful outcome
would have deemed the moneys a
grant, not to be repaid. The BIRD
funding was critical in  this
collaborative effot and Sherman
urged conference allendees 1o
increase this type of research.

According to Science Magazine,
Israel has the highest invesimenl in
science, but the amount is still small,
Collaborative research helps 1o
achieve excellence in  spite of
financial  shortcomings.  Useful
information becomes available for all
the countries involved. In one case, a

project on heat physiology alerted
scientists from Israel and the US that
cows were impregnated more often if
inseminated in cooler weather.

These valunble research grants
must allow enough time, as well as
money, for the data and profits to be
realized. Often, it takes 10 years, as
it did with Puricase. However, the
results are a marketable, and ofien
life-saving, product.

Cancer and Radiation

Medical X-rays have proven to be
beneficial, especially detecting
cancerous lumors, Conversely, excessive
exposure to radiation can harm DNA,
possibly causing cancer. This dichotomy
posits question regarding healthy limits
for X-ray screening and standard for

maximum radiation exposure in the
workplace.

Prol. Amos Breskin of the
Weizmann Institute, researchers and
colleagues from the United States have
designed a radiation detector with 100 o
1,000 times more accuracy than previous
systems. Scienlists can now assess
radistionefTects on living cells, dovn to
the level of DMA. This level of accuracy
will allow predictions of radiation's
cffect on damaging a cell's genetic
material. This will set precise limils to
radiation exposure,

In addition, this research may
improve cancer radiation therapy with
tumors being destroyed by streams of
protons (gamma rays). Prof. Breskin's
research may ecnable physicians o
provide sufficient amounts of radiation
while avoiding the person’s exposure to
unessary lissue damage.

Another study team from Isroel, the
Netherlands and France has fumished a
tool for developing phanmaceuticals that
will protect the body against high-dose
radintion.

Prof. Joel Sussman, Profl. Isracl
Silman and their colleagues have created
a three dimensional visual project that
reveals how molecules, exposed to X-
rays, break o part.

The plan is to examine the
antiradiation  potential  of  various
substances for daily use or in case of a

power-plant emergency.

Taming Mutations

It is common knowledge that
genetic mutations - mistakes - in
DNA (cells of heredity) are had
because. More pgenetic  mutations
creale a greater risk for developing
cancer, In the last few ycars, research
has clarified that the development of
mulations at a very Jow frequency
will actually protect us from cancer.
Weizman [Institute scientists (Prof.
Zvi Livneh, Dr. Ziv Sevilya, Prof.
Moshe Oren, students Sharon Avkin
and Leanne Toube, along with two
American  colleagues conducted a
study addressing the issue of keeping
these genetic mutational processes in
check, thus preventing a cancer risk.
The results of their study recently
appeared in the scientific journal
Muolecular Ceff,

DNA  polymerase  (copying
instruments) travels along one strand
of a double-stranded molecule. It
reads the genetic material, copies it
and creates new DNA that will be
passed on at cell division. IT this cell
meets  up with  damage  from
radiation, or exposure to hanmful
substances on the DNA strand, the
coping ends and the cell dies.
However, a sccond type of DNA
polymerase (a "careless” enzyme)
will improvise and adapt to the eror,
the cell lives and mutations occur in
cell divisions. The body regulates its
system, keeping  its  “careless”
enzymes o fewer than ten, thus
preventing an unhealthy level of
mutations thereby increasing a risk
cancer,

The research team  recently
discovered a security mechanism that
prevenls a  proliferation of these
"carcless®  enzymes. The main
componenis are specialized proteins
that supervise these enzymes so the
body's cells maintain a crucial
balance, allowing them to divide and
multiply while keeping the mutation
rate, and therefore the cancer risk, to
a minimum.
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in the world.

Istael produces more scientific
papers per capita than any other
nation by a large margin - 109 per
10,000 people - as well as one of the
highest per capita rates of patents
filed.

In proportion to its population,
Istael has the largest number of
startup companies in the world, In
absolute terms, Isracl has the largest
number of startup companies than
any other couniry in the world,
except the US (3,500 companies
mostly in hi-tech).

With more than 3,000 high-tech
companics and startups, Israel has
the highest concentration of hi-tech
companies in the world, apart from
the Silicon Valley, US.

Isracl is ranked #2 in the world
for venture capital funds right behind
the 175,

Outside the United States and
Canada, Istael has the largest nrumber
of NASDAQ listed companies,

Israel has the highest average
living standards in the Middle East,

The per capita income in 2005
was over 520,800, exceeding that of
the UK.

On a per capita basis, Israel has
the largest number of  biotech
startups,

Twenty-four per cent of lsrael's
workforce holds university degrees,
ranking third in the indusirialized
world, afier the United States and

Holland and 12 per cemt  hold
advanced degrees,
Israel is  the only liberal

democracy in the Middle East,

In 1984 and 1991, Israel airlifted
a towal of 22,000 Ethiopian Jews
(Operation Solomon) at Risk in
Lthiopia, to safety in Istacl.

When Golda Meir was elected
Prime Minister of Isracl in 1969, she
become the world's second elected
fernale leader in modern times

When the US  Embassy in
Mairebi, Kenya was bombed in 1998,
lsraeli rescue teams were on the
scene within a day and saved three
victims from the rubble.

Israel has the third highest rate
of entrepreneurship and the highest
rale among women and among
people over 55 in the world.

Relative to its population, Israel

is the largest immigrant absorbing
nation on eanh. Immigranis come in
search of democracy, religious
freedom, and economic opportunity.
(Hundreds of thousands from the
former Soviet Union).

Istael was the first nation in the
world to adopt the Kimberly process,
an  international  standard  that
certifies diamonds as “conflict free”,

Israel has the world's second
highest per capita of new books,

Israel is the only country in the
world that entered the 21st century
with a net gain in its number of trees,
made more remarkable because this
was achieved in an area considered
mainly deserl.

Israel has more museums per
capita than any other country.

Isracl scientists developed the
first fully computerized, no-
radiation, diagnostic instrumentation
for breast cancer,

An Ismeli company developed a
computerized system  for ensuring
proper administration ol
medications, thus removing human
error from medical treatment. Every
year in US hospitals 7,000 paticnts
die from treatment mistakes.

lsrael’s Givun-Imaging
developed the first  ingestible
videocamera, so small it fits inside a
pill. Used to view the small intestine
from the inside, cancer and digestive
disorders.

Researchers in Ismel developed
a new device that directly helps the
heart pump blood, an innovation
with the potential to save lives

e e e e S N e e T ——

among those with heant filure. The
new device is synchronized with the
camera helps doctors diagnoscheart’s
mechanical operations through a
sophisticated system of sensors,

Isrnel leads the world in the
number of scientists and technicians
in the workforce, with 145 per
10,000 as opposed to 85 on the US
over 70 in Japan, and less than 60 in
Germany. With over 25% of its work
force employed in  technical
professions. Israel places first in this
calegory as well,

A new acne treatment developed
in Israel, the Clear Light device,
produces n high-intensity,
uliraviolet-light free, narrow-band
blue light that causes acne bacteria to
sell -distract - all without damaging
surrounding sKin or tissue.

An Israeli company was the firsl
to develop and install a large-scale
solar-powered and fully functional
electricity generating plane, in
southemn California’s Mojave desert.

All the above while engaged in
regular wars  with an  implacable
enemy that secks its destruction, and
an  ecconomy  continuously  under
strain by having to spend more per
capita on ils own protection than any
other country on earth.

Isracl has the highest ratio of
university degrees 1o the population
in the world.

AND THE FRENCH
AMBASSADOR IN ENGLAND
SAYS "ISRAEL IS NOTHING BUT
A ... LITTLE COUNTRY",

Neman Hall Features:
Exquisite Ballroom with seating for 450 guests

Kosher Kitchen Facilities
(Outside Caterers Accepted)
Large Dance Floor

Sanctuary and Chuppah Area

Private Bridal Room

Bedekn and Tish Area Available

Valet Parking Service

For Viewing of Venue Please Confact

Irma Smith
Direct Line: (323) 656-2142

Iranian American Jewish Center
1317 N. Crescent Hights Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA S0046
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The Middle East has been
growing date palms for centuries.
The average tree is about 18-20 feet
tall and yields about 38 pounds of
dates a year,

Israchi  date trees are now
yiclding 400 pounds/year and are
short enough to be harvested from
the ground or a short ladder.

Isracl, the I10Mh  smallest
country, with less than 1/100th of the
world’s population, can lay claim to
the following:

The cell phone was developed in
Isracl by Israclis working in the
Israeli branch of Motorola. which has
its largest development center in
Isracl

Most of the Windows NT and
xP uperaling systems Were
developed by Microsoft-lsrael.

Me  Pentium  MMX  Chip
Technology was designed in Israel at
[ntel

Buoth the pentium-4
microprocessor  and  the Centrino
processor were  entirely  designed,
developed and produced in Isracl,

he Pentinm microprocessor in
your computer was most likely made
in lsracl

Voice mail  technology  was
developed in Ismael

Both Microsoft and Cisco built
their only R&D facilities owtside the
LS in lsrael

e technology for AOL Tnstamt
Messenger 1CQ was developed in
1996 by four young Ismelis.

Isracl has the fourth largest air
[orce in the world (alter the US,
Russia and China). In addition 1o a
large variety of other airerafi, Israel's
air force has an acrial arsenal of over
250 F-16's. This is the largest feet of
F-16 aireraft outside of the US,

Isracl’s $100 billion economy is
largest than all of its immediate
neighbors combined.

Isracl has the highest percentage
in the world of home compuler per
capila,

According to industry officials,
Israel designed the airline industry's
muost impenetrable flight security. US
officials now look (finally) tolsrael
for advice on how to handle airbome
security threats,

Isracl has the highest ratio of
university degrees to it's population




Follow

On Shabbat Shavnot, June 3,
2006, Bat Mitzvahs, Natalie and
Natasha Daneshbaksh delivered a
warm, educational and well-prepared
speech o their parsha RE'EA 1o the
large crowi in the synagogue of the
Iranian  American Jewish Center.
Their effort and enthusiasm should
be an example for all bat and bar
mitzvahs in community.

Prior 1o delivering their speech
the girls mentioned that their Ba
Mitzvah, which falls on Shavuot, is
also the yarhtzite of their beloved
grandfather, Ataollah  Yashouafar.
Even though they never met him, he
has impacted their lives and they feel
very connected.

As the girls began, the erowid
was intent with listening:

The Torah portion starts by
waming us against idolatry. As stated
in the Ten Commandments, we are
forbidden from worshipping other
gods. It explains how we are
supposed to desiroy any one who
encourages us o follow other gods.

It also forbrds us from cotting
ourselves or pulling our hair oot
when mouming the loss of a1 loved
one. We are children of G-d and we
have to take care of our bodies. Our
bodies and souls ultimately belong to
Gr-dl aned we should take care of them
while we are alive. This reminds us
that death is only the end of our
body s fourncy on carth, but our souls
will continwe fo go on.

Then we are told in a very
detailed explanation of what we can

and can not eal, Why was so much
detail given to us? We eal to satisly
our hunger and stay alive, but as
children of G-d we have to watch
what we eat 1o respect our bodies and
keep them clean and pure. We are
forbidden to  eat  hbhlood. This
commandment has been mentioned
over and over o express  ils
importance. As cxplained in the
Torah, blood is life and live belongs
to G-d; therefore it can not be eaten.

Alse taught to us in the parsh fs
about the need fo efp others and our
responsibilities to our fellows. We
leam that we must help the poor.
However, 1t is laught that we need fo
first take care of those closest (o us
and then go help the others. G-d
wams us to geither doubt nor refuse
lo assist others. A unigue concept
concerning the forgiveness of debt
after 6 years is ilusirated in the
parsha. As explained, if somcone
whom we have foaned moncy to is
unable to repay the debt afier 6
years, we must forgive and  not
dernand repayment.

Many questions arise, such as:
Why should we lend anyone money
knowing il it is not repaid after 6
years, it will be forgiven? And why
the forgiveness takes place on the Tth
year? In the Torah, we are repeatedly
reminded that we were slaves in
Egypt and in neced of help. G-d
helped us by making the Egyptians
help us as we were leaving Egypt.
Therefore, it is our duty to help
others who are in neced. Only G-d
determines who is in need and who is

SHOFAR [ranian Jewish Federalion

in a position to help, The more we
help others, the more G-d  will
provide. 1 we receive assistance
when in need and then our situation
improves and we are in a position to
repay the debt, we should not be
greedy and try to prolong the
repayment in order for the 6th year
to come. We should remember that
as casily as G-d has provided, He can
ensily tnke away. We can never cheat
Gi-dl,

Why is the obligation forgiven
during the 7th year? G-d told us 1o
work for 6 days and rest on the 7ih
day. Shabbat. The same concept is
applied to our debt. We are obligated
to work hard fo repay our debts but,
if we are unable thea it is considered
a Shabbat and our debi is refieved.

The parsha taught us many
useful concepts in the parsha, but
muostly we learned that we need 10 be
sensilive 1o people around us and
help others; even il they can never
repay us. This teaches us that in
helping others, we should not be

looking 1o get compensated, but we
should leave it 1o G-d to compensate
us. If we walk in G-d path and be a
righteous person, he will remember
the good deeds and compensate our
children, up lo seven generations.
The lessons taught from the Torah,
which is thousands of years old, still
apply to our lives today, Lessons like
this make us proud to be a Jew. If
theses lessons were applied more
often, we would be living in a much
better world,

We would like to thank Rabbi
Khoramian who spent  countless
hours teaching us the Parsha and Dr.
Noor Mahmoudi and other members
of the Iranian Jewish Federation who
made it possible for us 1o become
Bat  Mietvahs in  this  beautiful
Temple. Thank you 1o our sister,
Ciilda, who has always been there for
us. Our brother, Chmid, who drives us
everywhere and takes us shopping.
Also, Aliza who helps us with our
homework and shows us how 1o have
a good time. And our parents, who
have always gone out of their way to
provide the best for us with love and
care. Yhank you to all of our gests
who have helped make this special
day in our lives, even more special!

Shabbat Shalom.




Big Government, Small Country

By: Igal Zaidmsm:iu

Now that we know that Isracl's
next govemment will be one of the
largest since the Stale's
establishment, the question we ask
ourselves is if this size of
government (twenly-five ministers!!)
will help Israel to move forward and
improve the situation for its citizens.

In comparison, the United States,
which has fifty states and 300
million citizens, has only sixteen
ministers in the cabinet.

A bigger governmenl means a
bigger budget. The last election
broke a new record in terms of. the
cosi of forming the coalition. The
total budget for all the partics
belonging to the coalition will be no
less than three billion dellars, with
much of this money being spent on
assistanls, additional offices,
positions created for acquaintances,
and other miscellancous expenses,
this money could be definitely spent
more wisely, for more imponant
purposes.

Israeli’s ministers are appointed
without regard to their amount of
experience. With little knowledge of
or interest in  their  positions,
ministers tend 1o have minimal
lasting impact. In place of qualificd
individuals wilh specialized
expertise, we sce ministers jumping
form one minisiry to another without
the necessary specific knowledge to
implement the ministry goals and
agenda. In addition, the assistants
and advisers of the Ministers arc
appointed on the basis of their party
membership, not their profzssional
skills,

One rarely hears ministers
speaking about their vision for their
depariment-usually they limit their
speeches to the “hot™ issues or
criticizing cach other. It is hard fro
cilizens to put their confidence in
ministers or issues when they are
constantly changing.

When the number of cabinet
members is high, the work of the

Knesset is impacted because it is lefl
with fewer members to legislate and

participate in the commillees. As a
result, many important decisions are
made with barely the minimum
quorum.

In the Israel of 20006, there is the
opportunity 1o downsize and
restructure  the organization of
governmen! ministries in order to
better handle current and future
issues. Changing lsraeli society, the
demographic changes, the effects of
globalization, population aging, and
technological advancement have
relegated many ministries irrelevant
and outdated.

Therefore, there is a need 1o re-
examine the various ministries in
lsrael, eliminating those which no
longer benefit the citizens of Israel
and redefining others. The current
governmental structure supports the
mainlenance of  imelevant  and
ineffective ministries which currently
serve more as  players  in
parliamentary coalition-building and
not for the bepefit of the Ismaeli
citizens.

For example, because of
coalition agreements, there are
many ministers without portfolio,
or ministers who do not govern
over a particular ministry. Ewven
without any specific
responsibilities, these ministers are
cligible to have large budgets for
scerctaries, body guards, office
stafl ect. As a resull, vast amounis
of public money are wasted each
year without purpose.

To overcome these problems and
others, President Kalsav  has
cstablished the President of fsracls
Commission for Evamination of
Government in Israel The President
of Hebrew University, Professor
Menachem Megidor, chairs the
commission,

Academic sponsorship has been
granted to Tel Aviv University under
the leadership of its president
Professor [lamar Rabinovich.

Citizens' Empowerment Center in
Israel is in charge of the academic
and administrative oversight of the

commission and the completion of its
charter.

The commission, which s
comprised of prominent community
leaders, politicians, former
parliament members, and judges
serves as an impetus for government
restructuring. lis mandate is to
examine various types of government
and  electoral  systems  and
recommend the system best suited
for Israel, and which will provide a
closer connection between  the
Members of Knesset and their
constituents,

The 73 member commission has
been formed into a number of sub-
commitiees, each of which will be
probing some specific issue related
to democracy and presenting a report
and  recommendations 1o the
commission. The sub-committees
include:

I- Representation in Presidential
and Semi-Presidential
Administrations.

2- Electoral Systems.

3- Parliamentary Rule and (he
Election System in Israel,

4-  The Structure of the
Administration  and  its  Role:
Economy and Society,

3- Appraisal of the Siation -
Political Reality in Israel,

6- Israeli Demoeracy in  the
Shadow of a Threat to Survival,

7-  Structure  and Internal
Management of Parties.

The commission is scheduled to
complete its findings and present its
recommendations to the President
and the Knesset by the year end.

In the last election only 63% of
Israelis voted the country's lowest
voler turmnoul ever.

Additionally, in the 58 years since
Istael's establishment, more than 30
government have changed. Also, in
2004, the Minister of Housing and
Construction, as well as the Minister
of Towism and Environment
changed four times each and the
Minister of Infrastructure changed
three times,

these facts show that the work of
the commission is more urgently
needed than ever.

For more information please
contact: 800-979-CECI or
WWww.cecl,org
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I'he community is very wam and |
have met with many of the families.
I would love to see more Iranian
Jews make Aliyah to Isracl

What types of issues are you

currently working on?

We are currently offering help to
the victims of New Orleans. We have
also been doing lots of public
relations and media  interviews
regarding the Gaza pullout.

Do you have any words of

wisdom for the younger

generation of Iranian Jews who

would want to become more

involved with Jewish activism?

I would love to sec funds created
to support sending delegation of
young Jews to Israel. The first
delegation would target those that
are younger than 15 years and the
other for those who are between the
ages of 25 and 30. It is so important
for young people to feel connected to
Isracl. T am most worricd for the
future of the young Jews. The older
adults have kept in touch with Israel
and its tradition. However, how can a
30 year old who has never been 1o
Isracl connect o his rools? Ideally,
these delegations of young Jews
should visit Israel annually.

SHOFAR
Magazine

For Adertising
Please Call

(323) 654-4700

Israeli Profession Envisions
A Bright Future

As the world has become more
dependent on fossil fuels, the US
consumes approximately 17 million
barrels ecach day, the question is
asked: What is the world going to do
when oil runs out?

In lIsrael, David
expert in solar energy is developing a
new type of solar power cell that
might be the answer to the fuel
dilemma. Professor Faiman lives in
Sde Boker in a "passive solar” house
which is built so that all the heating
and cooling needs are taken care of
by the sum.

“I'raditional  photoveliaic  cells
do two things: collect sunlight and
generate electricity  from it," said
faiman of Ben Gurion University's
Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desen
Reaserch. "What we've
simply split those two [unclions, so
that the sunlight is collected and
concentrated by a dish-shaped mimor
and a small number of conceniralor
cells generate electricity from that
highly concentrated sunlight.
Photovoltanic  material is  far too
expensive to waste on something that
can be accomplished with cheap
glass and steel.

Each dish, which resembles a
large satellite dish and weighs about

Faiman, an

done is

10 tons, can concenime the sun's
energy by a factor of about 20 before
reflecting it up to the solar cells that
hang suspended over the apex of the
dish. Tt is
rofating base so that it can follow the
suns rolation during the day, using a
small amount of power il generales.

This npew technology was
developed under a 3 million eure
grant from the EU, is the result of the
parinership between the Ben Gution
University of the Negev, the German
Fraunhofer Institute (who developed
the concentrator cells) and other
European institutions.

Due to the fact that the cells
used with the concentraling mirmor
are very small-around  [000-2000
times smaller than traditicnal solar

wheel-mounted . onto a

panels used in power generation, cost
no longer is a limiting factor that it
wis  when amount  of
photovolraic material were required

large

in order to collect sunlight in its
dilute form.

The cost for a power plant of
this Kind is the same as the cost for a
fossil fuel burmning plant,
approximately 51,000 per kilowatt,
The benefit you would not need 1o
buy fuel. I
entire

i5 estimated that the
investiment - into  the solar
cnergy infrastructure would be [h'!iil

of T within twenty years

Advance versions ol CPV cells
are being developed with projected
efficiencies of 40-509%. The current
generation of CPV cells is single-
junction meaning that they have only
one layer of photoveliaic material
which does not capture the full
spectrum. of  sunlight. By  adding
additional layers of material, with
each  one (wesked 1o capture
different parts of the sun, it is
hopeful to create a CPYV cell will
utilize much more of the
potential energy.

This summer, Faiman's team
will install a full-fledged prototype
concentrator cell module at the apex

sluns

of the solar mirror and enter the final
phase of lesting.

Faiman belicves that unless the
world starts installing infrastructure
for solar energy now, we'll shortly be
faced with a serious problem when
lossil fucl prices rise.




Interview with

Los Angeles, 1 served as Chiel of
Stafl 1o Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Silvan
Shalom. | served in this position
during one of
challenging moments in  foreign
policy and wad involved in decisions
including the road map, the
disengagement plan, and the security
fence.

Before my position as Chiefl of
Staff, I was the Senior Advisor to

Israel's Consul General

Ehud Danoch

Israel’s most’

By: Deborah Termeie

Ehud Danoch assumed the
position of Consul General of fsrael
in October 2004, In this role, be is
the senior representative of the Siate
of fsrael in the southwesiern United
Mtares,

Mr. Danoch received both a law
degree and an MBA from
Manchester University and is a
member of the Israeli Bar
Association. He has worked as a
fawyer specializing in corporate nnd
finance law and business litigation,

fom in Ashkelon, fsmel, Mr
Dancch has lived abroad in
Montevideo, Urugeay and Montr=al,
Canada. fn addition to Hebrew, he
speaks fluent English and Spanisi,
He serves as o reservist in Isrnel’s
Defence Forces at the rank of
Caprain,

{ recently had the chance to sit
with Mr. Danoch and discuss Persian
Jewery.

Why did you decide to po into

Istacli Politics?

I would not call it politics. [
would refer to it as public service.

Immediately prior to arriving in

Isracl's Minister of Finance, There, 1
wis involved in shaping Israel's
economic  policy and  mational
budget. I also acted as the liaison
between the Ministry of Finance and
the Prime Minister's Bureau, the
Isracli Parliament, and all other
governmen! offices,

Describe the function of the

Consul General,

There are currently eight Consul
Generals in the United States, 1
represent the southwestern United
States, My responsibilities include
relations with states of Arizona,
Utah, Wyoming, Nevada, and
California. Any contacts, visas,
media relations, public affairs or
cultural issues are channeled through
the Consul General's office. For
instance, last week 1 wenl to Arizona
to meet with the Jewish community
and congressmen and | conducted
about fifly interviews with the media
there. The Consul General is the
voice of the state of Ismel, Our office
currently employs fifty people,

How do you feel about a
scparale Palestinian State? Do

You think it will stop the

lerrorism?

This has a lot to do with the
Palestinian mentality. Are they
willing to change their views? We do
not have a Palestinian problem. We
have an Arab problem. We do nal
have borders with Imq or Saudi
Arabia, yet we still do not get along.
Finally, just recently the Pakistanian
government started to engage in talks
and meetings with Israel officials.

There has been so much
controversy regarding the
GAZA pullout. What steps is
the Isracli government going

to lake if terrorism continues

even though Israel is doing its

par?

The road map was approved two
and a hall years ago. We are
honoring our part. It is so hard 1o see
families relocating their homes and
cemeteries. The government and the
people  have already made their
decision.  Isracl s the  only
democratic state in the Middle East,
We are now looking to see if the
alestinians  will  dismantle  the
terrorists, collect illepal WEAPOnS,
create reforms and be transparent.

I hope that they do their pant, but
they have not done much if at all,

Do you think more territories

will be given to the

Palestinians?

None has been discussed other
than what is outlined in the road
map.,

Has the security fence been
clfective in decreasing
terrorism?

Yes, it has been very effective in
preventing suicide bombings and
preventing  infiltration. We  have
caught Palestinians wanting to do
harm. In some areas terrorism has
decreased by 80-90%,

What type involvement does
the Isracli government requests
from the Iranian Jewish
community?

I am very proud of the Iranian
Jewish community. | am proud of
their history and how so many of
them have become professionals.
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Since 1922
Traditional Conservative Synagogue

Hollywood Temple Beth El

HIGH HOLY DAYS

Tickets: Adults $85.00 * Students $60.00 |
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Rabbi Seth Rosen
Services Held in our Beautiful Neman Hall
ENGLISH - HEBREW SERVICE

Cantor Dovev Baharay

1317 North Crescent Heights Blvd., at Fountain
| W. Hollywood, CA 90046

| (323) 656-3150
| |
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David Orgell
320 North Rodeo Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

800-367-4355

Iranian American

Jewish Federation

1317 N. Crescent Heights Bl.,
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