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me, to quote, And they could not believe that 1 don’t have bodyguards.

Guity: It seems that those you interview in your program, regardless of who they are, feel
at ease with you. What is the reason for this and for your success’
Larry: I don’t know what that is. T always could do that. I always had an ability to put

people at ease. And even as a child, people talked to me. 1 don’t know why. I don’t know
what it is. Someone asked, "What makes good jockeys?" And someone said horses run for
them. It is as simple as that. People like talking to me. | don't know what it is. They know
1 am interested. 1 make good eye contact. I listen to the answers. A lot of people do that. 1
think they know | am sincere. Because, | am sincerely curious. People love people who are
sincerely interested in them. Not in the perverse side of them, but interested in them. I never
met anyone who did not like someone who was interested in them. Is there anything you want
me add to this?

Guity: Yes. Please tell me about your daughter who is so important to you.

Larry: My daughter’s name is Chaia. (Larry took out his necklace and pointed out to his
very large Chai). This is her name, a Jewish name, it means "to life". If it was a boy it would
have been Chaim. She is named after my grandmother, whose name was Chaia. My daughter
is 27 years old, she is writing a children’s book for five year olds. She is a graduate of
American University and going to graduate school. She wants to get her Doctorate degree. She
has an unlimited expense account. She is a menace with plastic, you give her a credit card and
she is uncontrolled. She is addicted to spending. She can spend money. But I am so happy to
give it to her, because we were so poor as kids. 1 mean I was a poor kid and to be able to give
her is great pleasure.

Guity: Do you think it is right to give her unlimited money, because you were deprived
of it when you were a kid?
Larry: I try not to. But she is such a good girl. She has a heart of gold. She has a great

sense of humor. 1 just worry about what happens. She is going to inherit lots of money. | hope
she can handle it. 1 am not going to be here for ever. But, I like to be here forever.

Guity: Well, we will continue to be forever, but on the other side. Do you believe in
that?
Larry: I hope you are right. But I don’t believe in it. 1 don’t know. |am an agnostic.

I don't know. I truly don't know. I don’t know if there is a God. 1 don't know if there isn’t
a God. 1 don’t know what happens after death. I don’t know if anything happens after death.
I am not a believer. 1 have been told 1 am a spiritual. Billy Graham tells me there is more
godliness in me that any one he knows. 1 don’t know what he is talking about. 1 have never
felt it.

Guity: Have you ever read the book by Dr. Stephen Wise called "Many Lives, Many
Masters"?

Larry: No. Iknow the book, but I have never read it. Did it change your life?
Guity: Well, it did not change my life, but it changed my outlook to life and after life.

It may change yours t0o0.
Larry looked at his watch and realized h had to leave immediately to air his show
v King Live".

Larry: I hope I have answered all your questions.

Guity: Yes. Thank you.

Larry: I hope to see you again in the near future.

Guity: Thank you and likewise. :
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Guity: After your heart problem, have you changed your outlook on life?

Larry: 1 am very aware of my own mortality. I think about it more. I exercise every
day. 1 watch what 1 eat. Scared. Have not smoked since the day of my heart attack. Never
think about smoking. Read the obituary column every day. Wonder about life, yes, | wonder.

Guity: Fame makes charity and humanitarian activities easier. Do you take advantage
of your fame for such purposes?
Larry: Yes, I always take advantage of it. | have my own cardiac foundation. We help

people who can’t afford to get heart surgery and heart transplant. We have fund raising events
every year. And I also appear in lots of humanitarian causes and do lots of Jewish Federation's
speeches. Get called out for a lot of hospitals. Just now, | was talking about doing a benefit.

Guity: What do you think your legacy will be?

Larry: Well. 1 think 1 made a difference. I think we had, certainly in NAFTA, debates.
I hope I helped add to the knowledge of people in understanding people.

Guity: As a young journalist, who was your role model?

Larry: My two were Arthur Godfrey who was a wonderful radio and television

personality in the fifties and Red Barber who was a famous broadcaster. They were heroes of
mine as a kid. They were popular American broadcasters and I always wanted to be a
broadcaster. 1 could have been a comedian. I know I tell a lot of comedy and 1 like being
funny, but broadcasters were my heroes and specially those two. Red Barber did the Brooklyn
Dodgers baseball games. Arthur Godfrey, a major American broadcaster, he broke rules. Like
you describe me, as sort of feeling like you are right at home, he was that way. You felt like
you knew him. You call him Art, never said Mr. Godfrey.

Guity: What role have women played in your life?

Larry: Major. I am a heterosexual. I've never been approached by a homosexual.
Marlon Brando is the only man who kissed me on the lips. People ask me what was that like?
I say, I still can’t stop thinking about it. Women have always been a part of my life. But there
are two areas of my life where they have never moved in; and that is my work - my work has
always been more important - and of course, my daughter. My daughter has been paramount.
So I guess she is the woman of my life. But I like women. Iam very attracted to them. [ like
the opposite sex. | like sex. I like touching. I like being together, but I don’t think I can
handle it with just one person. I know I could not go through life with one person. So women
have played a major role in my life.

Guity: One of the trademarks of your interviews is your semi-casual attire with the
suspenders. Was this your idea?
Larry: It was not my idea, it was my ex-wife’s, Sharon’s idea. She said you came

through this heart attack. You look good. I used to wear sweaters. She said why don’t you
wear suspenders? It might look good. Nice look against the tie. I put it on one night. People
said it looked good. 1 got to like the feeling. [ never wore them in my life and now 1 wear
them all the time.

Guity: How many years is it since you started to wear suspenders?

Larry: Since 1988, so it is almost seven years.

Guity: Do you think this attributes to the easy atmosphere of your programs?

Larry: Yes. 1 am sure it does. It is a part of the scene. It is a scene of comfort and

welcome and be home. A lot of people are doing it now. A fellow in Russia, who did a talk
show, was assassinated and Yeltsin went to his funeral, it was a big funeral. He was buried in
suspenders and a tie. At the funeral, they called him the Larry King of Russia. Isvestia called
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I would be the kid who would yell, why do you do this? Why did you punt? I was always that

way.

Guity: Well, this is Jewish.

Larry: 1 don’t know if this is Jewish.

Guity: Remember the Seder nights? The four sons and the instructions to encourage the
questioning process?

Larry: Yes, maybe this is Jewish.

Guity: During the recent revolution in Iran, the non-Jewish Iranian masses and even most

intellectuals followed instituted changes unquestioningly. However, even uneducated Jews were
asking and raising many questions.

Larry: Maybe so. No Jew would follow blindly and Rabbis have taught us to question.
May be it is Jewish.
Guity: Which one of your interviews has touched your heart to make it the most

unforgettable one. And have you ever had an interview that you were not pleased with?

: 1 have had many that have touched my heart. One of them was this police officer,
Mac Donald, who was paralyzed from the neck down. He was shot by a young black man at
Central Park. He does not feel anything in his body. There is a machine that breaths for him.
He forgave the guy who shot him. And when that guy got out of jail, he became his big
brother. I'll never forget that. | was crying. That cop really moved me. I never forget him.
And yes, 1 don’t like to interview people who are politically of the wall. And I have had some
rough times with certain types of people like Robert Mitchum, whom I admire a lot as an actor.
He gave me a rough time. One word answers, not responsive.
Guity: I have had a similar experience with a very famous and talented Persian poet.
Dunng my interview of her, very rarely her responses were very rarely snmcthmg other than
'yes’, 'no’ or 'may be’.

Larry: Some writers are not expressive at all, hecause it comes through in their pen not
in their head. 1 am verbal, | am not a writer. | would be impatient with it. 1 want to say it.
Guity: Which is easier to interview, men or women?

Larry: Never thought about it. | guess men, because more men are interviewed. It has

been a man’s world and women are more and more coming forward in it. But, basically, up to
this time it is still evolving. 1 say men probably now, because more men have made a mark.

So more men are interviewed. If you watch the show, the odds are a mdn would be interviewed.

But that is changing.




Guity: Your job allows you to record history at the moment of occurrence. What is the
feeling you get while doing this? {
Larry: It is great satisfaction. It is wonderful to be at the core of history. Yesterday I
spoke at the Richard Nixon Library. When they introduced me and said that I am right in the
middle of all that is happening in the world, | was happy. Recently Time Life Books called to I
tell me that they are doing a book on the hundred most important Jewish men of all time, and

that | made the list. I asked them if it is alphabetical since I'd be ahead of Moses. [ thought L
they were kidding.

Guity: I definitely think you should be on the list.

Larry: With Salk and Freud?

Guity: Sure. As a journalist for thirty one years, I have interviewed many public figures
such as Elie Wisel, Pele, Cliff Robertson and others. | have seldom experienced such intense
interest from the people around me towards someone | was going to interview. Your natural and
sincere style of interviewing and your friendly and easy going character create a special bond
between you and your viewers.

Larry: Yes. That is probably why they call me Larry and not Mr. King. Anyway, I get
great feeling of pride in being part of history. When the Nixon people introduced me yesterday, !
and said, "Larry’s program is what Hyde Park was in the Nineteenth Century in London: a
meeting place, a gathering place,” that is what | am now. That is a thrill. I never could have
planned it. And 1 could not have done it without Ted Turner, who has the way to give me the
satellites.

Guity: Bertrand Russel said, " Whatever happens in the world depends on Mr. Khruschov,
Mr. Mao Se Tung and Mr. Foster Dalles, not on you. If they tell us die, we die. And if they
say live, we will live." What is your opinion about this statement? Do you think this handful
of politicians who control our destiny are stronger and wiser than the rest of us?

Larry: When he made that statement, it was completely true. But that has changed so
much since then. Yes, Bill Clinton can push a button tomorrow and destroy the world. But
there are so many things in the way of that. [ don’t think anybody fears that. The reason is
television; communications. 1 don’t think there is a handful of politicians who control our
destiny. I don’t think they are stronger. 1 don’t think they are wiser. | remember fifteen years
ago someone told me, a political scientist, of all things that are impossible, I bet you it would
never be a non-communist world. They were non-communist in a week. He said never would
be a non-communist. That is all balogne. Television is too powerful of a media. We have the
tiger by the tail, we are not even fifty years old. And we reach out and it gets bigger every day
and wider every day. When you show a person freedom, it is hard to take it away from him.
I would dare say, if you asked Americans to list their biggest fears, ten years ago, near the top
of the list would have been nuclear annihilation. Now, I don’t think it would appear in a list of
twenty five. | don’t think anybody wakes up in the moming and thinks that a nuclear bomb is
going to drop on us. Guaranteed. No fear. But when Bertrand Russel said that, he was right.

Guity: If you were interviewing Larry King, the Guru of Interviewers, what would be
your main question to him?
Larry: 1 would try to get him to say what he thinks. And I don’t know if | have an

answer to that. What is that curiosity? How far back does he remember it being curious? | take
it back a long time. I remember being five years old asking my mother, why does a bus driver
want to drive a bus? When 1 would go to sporting events, baseball games, other kids wanted
autographs. 1 never wanted autographs. I would wait outside and when the player came out,
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afraid not to have enough ears, eyes and brains to see, listen and understand?

Larry: I am not afraid. There has never been a perfect interview. Every interview
misses something. All you can do is all you can do. I do the best 1 can, for the time I have.
If I have got an hour with someone, and I can be curious for an hour, 1 am curious for that hour.
Do I cover everything? Never. Never, no one has. I think one of the problems with Oriana
Fallachi is that she takes herself too seriously.

Guity: Fallachi says, "In every journalistic experience I leave behind a part of my soul”.
Do you relate to this statement?

Larry: You see, | told you she takes herself too seriously. 1don’t relate to this statement
at all.

Guity: May be because you are a man and she is a woman and women are much more
emotional. [t is always different.

Larry: Well, I never leave my soul. I bring me totally to the interview, | give it

everything I have, but then I got to do another one the next night. And, remember I don’t have
the luxury that Fallachi has of going back to write it. 1 am on the air live. I am live tonight
and [ can't be thinking about last night, or where my soul is tonight when I am doing tonight’s
show. So I don’t think about that. I don’t think about ears, eyes, brains. Listen, understand,
is all you can do. [ try to do the best I can. To be as professional as | can, to learn as much
as I can. But, there are things 1 am not interested in. I am not interested in the private lives of
public people unless it affects their work. I am interested in Hugh Grant’s because what
happened to him became public and it is fascinating how it affects him. 1 don’t care who Hugh
Grant is sleeping with tonight. 1 don’t care who Clinton is sleeping with tonight. It is not my
business, unless it affects his job performance.

Guity: 1 agree with you and 1 have the same opinion, but people as a whole are interested
in the private lives of public figures. For example, | am aware that most people would be
interested to know about your seven marriages. Is this a fact?

Larry: No, I was not married seven times. 1 have been married four times. [ keep
hearing seven, and this annoys me. I have been married in the last twenty seven years twice.
And the second one, Julie, I never lived with her. She lived in Philadelphia and I lived in
Washington. In my head, 1 have been married twice, to Sharon and to Aline. They are both still
in my life. Aline is the mother of my daughter. 1 helped raise Sharon’s children and the most
amazing thing to me about the marriage thing is that 1 am sixty one years old and 1 have been
married of my sixty one years only eleven years. I have been single fifty of my sixty one years.
I don’t know of anyone more single than me. I am the most single person 1 know. I have been
married four times, but only two times in my life have I felt married. I don’t believe in
marriage, and | am not sure if as a concept it works. A famed psychiatrist told me once, when
he meets people who have been married forty years to each other, he always wonders about
them. What have they given up? What accommodations have been made? It is impossible to
love only one person in your whole life. God did not make us like this. Genetically that is
impossible. So what happens is, yes you may stay with one person, but God would not know
what you mean by marriage.

Guity: I think next time, you should interview me, because I have been married for over
twenty five years to the same man and our love grows every day.

Larry: That is amazing. Do you know any one else like that?

Guity: Not many. We are lucky.

Larry: Well, this exception proves the point. :
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squabble, but it is about time to be settled. | am optimistic.

I am getting an award here in December. Mrs. Rabin is presenting it and | like
Isaac Rabin. 1 was with him when he was campaigning. When I was in Israel I was at his
campaign headquarter. [ feel a nice tie to him. I wish he’d stop smoking.
Guity: Is the idea of a Utopian world feasible and do you think it may happen?
Larry: Everyone says they want it, why it does not happen? Greater minds than mine
have thought about that. 1 don't know why there is prejudice. 1 have never heard a good
explanation of why people judge people, based on color or origin or religion. It is the same. but
it still exists. I don't know why people hate. We are put on this earth for such a short time.
What a waste of time. Prejudice is a waste of time so is war. But I always tend to be
optimistic. [ think I approach interviewing that way. 1 think I have a kind of naivete.

Guity: Have you ever experienced antisemitism?

Larry: I was born in Brooklyn. I have experienced the same Jewish jokes that other Jews

have experienced. But I have not experienced antisemitism. Later on, 1 moved to Miami and

started in a profession in which the Jews were very welcomed. So, I did not experience F
antisemitism personally.

Guity: How do you think antisemitism can be reduced or eliminated?

Larry: I really don’t know if it is possible to completely eliminate antisemitism, but 1

know that it can be reduced. Every form of prejudice is ridiculous. I hate ghettoes, Jewish
ghettoes, black ghettoes, ltalian ghettoes. I am very happy that I have sent my daughter to a
school where she studied along with blacks and others. | were only around my own people, I
would not have learned as much. I am very optimistic that prejudice will be eliminated in the

future.

Guity: In the near future, can you imagine an American Jewish president in the White
House?

Larry: Yes, I could imagine an American Jewish president. While there is certainly

prejudice, the odds would be a little against him, but 1 think all that is coming. Next century
is coming. Colonel Powell can easily become the president and he is black. So a Jewish
president is very possible too. The same way that a Catholic became the president of the United

States.
Guity: Is there any historical personality that you wished to interview?
Larry: | would have liked to interview Jesus, Lincoln and Hitler. Hitler, because evil

is a fascinating subject. Alive, I like to interview Castro before he dies. Because I think he has
led his country longer than any other leader in this century. [ don't know if any other leader in
this century has led his country for more than 36 years.

Guity: David Ben Gurion was a man who after twenty five hundred years has played a
major role in reuniting a scattered nation. If you could have asked him one question, what
would that be?

Larry: Well, it would depend on the time. If I talked to Ben Gurion right now, this
minute, I"d like to talk to him after he spends a week, going around Israel and seeing everything,
and I'd ask him what surprised him the most. Asking him this question without him seeing the
present situation is unfair because I have a knowledge that he does not have of what happened
since then. Obviously if it was then, I would say to him, "What are your hopes for the state?"
and then I would see and compare what came through. But it is good to ask him now what he
thinks, like I would ask Lincoln what he thinks of the Union now.

Guity: When you interview an important personality, as Oriana Fallachi says, aren’t you
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Guity: Daniel Shorr, the Political commentator, said recently, "1 have spent a lifetime
trying to get away from being a Jewish Journalist. 1am not sure I have succeeded, and | am not
sure if I really wanted to succeed.” What do you think about this comment, and do you in
anyway relate to it?

- I never think of myself as a Jewish journalist, but I am Jewish. Being Jewish is
a part of me. | am certainly a social Jew. 1 mean 1 am not very religious. But I certainly feel
my ethnic roots. 1 talk about being Jewish a lot. The older I get the more 1 do. [ bring the
total me to any interview 1 do. But I don’t think of being a Jewish journalist. 1 am just an
interviewer who is very much involved in why people do what they do. 1 love asking questions.
[ do it most of my life. 1 spend most of my time being curious. 1 don’t think that is Jewish.
I think it is my curiosity. It is certainly a Jewish quest for knowledge, but 1 don’t think that is
relevant to what I do. It is very hard to answer that. I know Daniel very well. 1 don’t think
myself as a Jewish journalist. | am Larry King, interviewer, broadcast personality, who also
happens to be Jewish.

Guity: Can you refrain from looking at the world’s events through a Jewish eye?
Larry: That is my senses. It is my eyes. That is the eye 1 look through. But I would
say this. When someone discusses the Middle East I don’t say to myself, is this to the best
interest of me? 1 really try to think of myself globally, and 1 know I am fair. 1 felt great pride
when 1 went to Israel. I felt a feeling of being close. I thought of my parents who passed away.
But 1 don’t think I judge the world from a Jewish point of view.

Guity: There is a sharp division of opinion within Israel and indeed throughout the Jewish
world as to whether the peace process will materialize favorably to both Israelis and Palestinians.
As a thinker and a person close to politics, what is your opinion about the future of the Middle
East? -_

: I am optimistic. And this is based on interviéws, on knowing Arafat and knowing
Rabin and a lot of players involved. I never meta mother who wanted her son to die. I never
met an Arab mother who wanted her son to go to war. I never met a Jewish mother who wanted
her son to go to war. So, on that belief alone, and on the pragmatism and insanity of war, |
think these people would come tog _ As the older leaders get older and younger come along,
I think there will be a move towards the peace. | think some day it is going to be a crowning
area in the world. 1 think the Palestinians and Jews are closer in concept to being like each other
than being not like each other. 1 think they are cousins. It has been a long time family
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AN INTERVIEW WITH

Larry King

The King of Interviewers |

* Being a Jew is a part of me.

* I think Palestinians and Jews are cousins. It has been a
long time family squabble, but it is about time to be settled.

* I could imagine an American Jewish President.

Reporter: Guity Borookhim (Simantoob)

In the past 31 years of my carrier as a journalist, | have interviewed many interesting people,
including famous international personalities. | have to admit, though, that while preparing to
interview Larry King, I had an entirely different feeling. An unknown interviewer, I was about to
interview the "king” of the worlds interviewers.

Larry King has years of experience in both live radio and TV. In the last ten years, his show, .
“‘Larry King Live" transmitted to all over the world, has brought him an international recognition. I
The sixty-one year old Jewish media persomality has interviewed thousands of the worlds top
politicians, celebrities, artists, actors, writers and newsmakers.

Born Larry Zigger, he felt his last name was "too Jewish" and changed it to "King'.

At the age of 10 Larry lost his father, a Russian Jewish immigrant, and had to support himself. The
once poor child now has an annwual income exceeding $3 million.

“Larry King Live" is today broadcast on CNN and transmitted via 11 satellites to 150 million
households in 200 countries throughout the world to some 4 million viewers.

Larrys trademark is the whimsical tie and colorful suspenders he wears before the TV
cameras. But what sets the man apart is his sense of humor, his kindness and his humility.

Larry King has published seven highly successful books and his talk show has won four "Cable
Ace Awards" for excellence.

In writing and preparing my interview with him, I have refrained from any significant
editing so as to maintain the actual format of my interview with this fascinating man.
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much as | could to help others whenever
possible.

Then I thought of the things 1'd leave
behind for my children. So many things of
material value. But nothing of me, of who 1
am,; nothing that comes from my heart and
soul and expresses me 100 percent. In high
school, I had loved art. My teachers sdid 1
showed great promise. But I never pursued
it.  And there were thoughts 1 had,
reflections on my life that 1 wanted to write
about but hadn’t. 1 now promised myself
that for as long as | lived, 1 would nurture
my talents and express myself.

"As long as I lived". How long
would that be? As I waited for morning, I
thought of the many details for my daughter’s
upcoming wedding waiting to be taken care
of. How upset I had become over so many
small details. How inconsequential they all
seemed now. Faced with the possibility of
cancer, life’s little problems suddenly fell
into a natural perspective. 1 promised myself
and God and the Universe that if 1 didn’t
have cancer I would never again complain
about life’s little problems, but rather, enjoy
them as blessed privileges reserved for the
living.

Monday morning | was admitted into
the hospital. As they prepared me for the
operating room, my husband comforted me
and my doctor said we would know the
results immediately following surgery. The
last thing in my head before 1 was put to
sleep on the table was a prayer.

Then 1 was waking up. 1 was
excessively groggy. 1 counted three other
women in "Rest and Recovery” with me.

A doctor entered and approached the
woman in the bed next to mine. 1 heard him
ask her how she was feeling. He took her

hand and was very calm as he spoke to her.
"Mrs. Barrack," he said, "I'm sorry but we
got to the tumor and it was malignant.
Unfortunately, the cancer seems to have
spread some. It's not what we had hoped
for. But we’ll talk again after you've
rested”. He patted her arm. Then he left the
room.

| froze in my bed. My blood turned
cold. I trned my head away from Mrs.
Barrack not wanting to see the tears I heard
her shed, but my heart went out to her.

And [ thought, poor Mrs. Barrack.
Poor, poor Mrs. Barrack. What could she
have done to deserve this? Was she a worse
person than me? What linked her to this
fate? Had she made promises to God and
herself last night? Did it matter? | repeated
my three promises reaffirming my
determination to keep them: help others,
nurture my talents and be grateful every day
for life. Would I be granted the chance to
keep them?

I lay there waiting for the answer.
Then the door opened and my doctor walked
in.

My heart started to pound so hard |
could hardly breath. He approached my bed
and took my hand. He asked how I was
feeling. I had no voice. He patted my arm.
He seemed so calm. "Congratulations. The
news is good. We got the tumor and there’s
no malignancy. You're okay. I've spoken
with your husband and he’s waiting outside. "
My heart leapt. My breath came back. |
closed my eyes and thanked God as tears of
Joy streamed down my face. The good
doctor smiled. "Your throat will be sore for
a day or two but you’ll be fine after that.”

I felt fabulous

But he was wrong.
from that moment on.




PROMISES

Guitta Karubian

It was discovered during my annual
check up. The doctor said "Swallow" and I
did while he put his right index and middle
fingers together on the front of my throat.
He asked me to repeat it several times and
some part of my brain knew then that he was
investigating. Something was Wrong. I
already didn't like it.

After the exam he told me he believed
that my thyroid gland was enlarged; but he
said there was mnot need to worry
prematurely.

A battery of tests were conducted:
blood tests, x-rays and other tests with names
I don't recall, For one test they had me
drink the most awful thing I've ever tasted -
barium, 1 think. I'll never forget that
horrible taste.

When the test results confirmed his
guess, the doctor told me 1 had a abnormal
growth on my thyroid gland which might be
malignant and, if it were, the cancer might
have spread. We couldn’t know until they
took a look. He told me that surgery would
be on Monday. This was Thursday.

And so my life changed. Here I was,
having drifted along in life to my mid-fifties
with three wonderful children and a loving
husband. One minute I'm planning my elder
daughter’s wedding and a trip with my hus-
band to the Orient afterwards, and the next
minute 1'm realizing how fragile my life is.

I had never before been hospitalized.

Like most women in my country, I delivered
all my children at home with a doctor there.
And now I'm going into the hospital on
Monday to have my throat cut open and
probed for cancer.

I got home and tried not to think
about it. 1 tried not to think of what would
happen to me and my family if a malignancy
were discovered. 1 tried hard not to think at
all, to be only in the immediate "now". I
mnughlnuﬁmhm‘thanmpmparefmmt
Monday morning when I was to arrive at the
hospital. Time beyond that disappeared.

I decided not to tell the children too
much about my condition. They knew only
that 1 was to have a minor operation. And
because they didn't know, they were
unconcerned; and their normalness diverted
my attention away from the tenuous
relationship 1 suddenly found myself in with
life. But I was scared.

Sunday night I lay in my husband’s
arms and thought about my life to that point.
Ifmylifewmmmdhnwwmﬂdlmuit?

My first thought was for my husband
and children whom I loved so much. They
would grieve for me and miss me beyond
words. - But beyond them, ‘1 had not made
much of a difference to anyone else’s life.
True, I'd never done anything to hurt
anyone, but what help had I been to anyone
outside my small family? Not very much.
As I lay in my husband’s warmth, I resolved
that from that day forward I would do as
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Just to Feel Music

Rebecca Moradian

0Old man leave me alone
with that stare

It’s more than a gaze

a glow in those eyes

I won't share

each time you look at me

Don’t paint a picture
inside an aged mind
of sketches where 1 dance
with grace before the sun

Because I'm not there
and the desire of us
reminds me

I am cold

| see through those eyes
that tell of love

in the dark

from a lifetime you spent
alone

And now you have found my face
soft skin you attempt to caress

in regret of the child
you never had

While a clock turned
and time couldn’t break
between a talent
predestined

Years spent with your hands
united upon ivory keys
playing rhythms that revealed
the metaphors of your dreams

Melodies played the stillness

in your voice

pouring out sweet perfected tunes
that filled the cavities of open ears
with yearnings you never met

Now your fingers ache

after drilling upon every note
to discover each sound

and your eyes fall asleep
beneath tired hands

Just before night’s darkness
fades to gray
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out fighting on the side of a fellow Jew or a fellow Iranian - fellows who are after all in exile
and oppressed like the Hebrews of Egypt - solely on the basis of their race? We would rather
call the police, call a security guard for crying out loud, and then let them work it out among
themselves (or preferably among their lawyers) — because we have been taught that this is the
American way, the "fair" way. It takes a certain courage o overcome that kind of thinking —
Moses had it, and we sure don’t.

The next major episode in Moses’ adventures involves the timeless rituals of courtship
and marriage. Except that, in this case, there isn’t much of a ritual involved; it’s pretty simple
in fact: Moses helps some maidens at the well, their father is impressed, and decides to give
Moses Zipporah, his daughter. End of story. Does Moses whine about this being too much like
a business transaction? Does he yearn for romance, for moonlight and soft music and such?
Does he complain that he wants to play the field a bit longer? Have years of socializing with
the beautiful and loose Egyptian girls spoiled him? Does he tell his mother he is in love with an
Egyptian girl and is thinking of marrying her (God forbid)? Does he blame his mother for his
attraction to non-Hebrews because she placed him in the Egyptian court to begin with? Not for
a second. Moses knows the difference between the kind of girl you have fun with and the kind
of girl you marry. He knows that a Hebrew girl you've seen once at the well is worth ten
thousand times any Egyptian girl you may have dated for years. And somehow he has managed
to absorb, retain, and act upon this knowledge despite being brought up virtually an Egyptian.
It boggles the mind and it puts some of us to shame.

A few verses later, the Torah moves on to the account of Moses” first meeting with God.
When the Lord charges him with his awesome mission, Moses’ immediate response is: "Who
am I, that 1 should go unto Pharaoh, and that 1 should bring forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt?" Does this "Who am I’ revel a severe crisis of identity? s Moses confused, torn
between his Egyptian nurture and his Jewish nature? Is he daunted by the prospect of
confronting his former benefactor, and being the agent of the terrible havoc that is sure to befall
the people amongst whom he has spent his adolescence? Wrong again. Moses is merely
questioning his own worthiness doubting whether he is fit for the monumental undertaking.
(This is only a minor snag; Moses is duly admonished and gets on with the job.) Of course,
none of us is faced with as historic and auspicious a task as saving our entire race; but the list
of our challenges is not exactly short: Have dinner with your family on Friday night. Have
dinner with your family every night. Come to synagogue on Saturday morning, wear a suit, and
kiss the Rabbi’s hand. Don’t ever stay our late, and call us every hour. Don’t wear jeans that
have holes in the knees. Don’t grow your hair too long. Don’t cut your hair too short. For
God's sake SHAVE! Turn down that AC/DC crap and put on some Mo'ine for a change. Come
to your third cousin’s bridal shower, and dance with your fourth cousin. Pretend you don’t need
a ride when you obviously do. Don’t eat that garbage; try this Kaleh-Pacheh. Don’t roll your
eyes when we are gossiping. Go to college and learn how to question, but don’t question certain
things. Don’t write articles promoting vegetarianism. Hang up your nice degree and go into
business with your father. Don’t move out of the house till you're married. Stay a virgin till
you're married (girls only). Marry a nice Jewish Iranian, have six or eight kids, and send them
all to Yeshiva. Don't live in a walk-up building. Visit us every weekend, all year round.
Don’t worry about us, we're used to being abandoned.

Once a year | read the story and 1 wonder: when it comes to cultural responsibility, how
can we hope to measure up to Moses? But then | remember: he was The Prophet, and we are
just regular humans. $
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THREE DOSES OF MOSES

Omid Arabian

]

Reading the Torah is always a source of wonder and amazement; but once a year I am
left especially awestruck. Once a year we read the story of young Moses, who was born in a
time and place not unlike 1979 Iran. Granted, there was no explicit decree demanding our
immediate death, but the same atmosphere of fear and hostility did exist, created if not by the
Pharaoh then by his close cousins. And while they did not exactly use straw baskets daubed with
slime but rather giant aluminum birds with Pan Am logos or Air Pakistan in the case of the less
fortunate -- our mothers did set us a sailing across the waters towards postulated safety. (The
fathers, especially if you hear them tell it, were fully content just staying put - and many of
them did. So, too, Moses' father plays the smallest of roles -- he is not even named in the
story, and promptly disappears from the picture after doing his part in the conception. )

Now some may chalk it up wholly to divine will, but I think it was also good old middle-
castern chutzpa on the part of Moses” mother that got him a cozy spot in Pharaoh’s court and
got her a position from which she could keep a very close eye on his growing up in a decidedly
non-Hebrew environment. The same chutzpa, passed on through the generations, got us enrolled
in the El Rodeos and Beverly Highs when we barely spoke any English, and the same watchful
eye scomned us silently (and sometimes not so silently) as we gradually transitioned from
polyester bell bottoms and Adidas sneakers to tight Levi's and motorcycle boots.

There can be no argument that, as Pharaoh’s adopted grandson, Moses soaked up the
atmosphere of Egyptian court life aplenty. S.R. Driver, one of the foremost biblical
commentators, asserts that Moses "must have learnt many things which from a Hebrew point of
view would be extremely undesirable for him to know." Driver politely avoids getting into
details, but one can imagine these ‘extremely undesirable’ ideas would put to shame anything we
ever saw on late-night cable while our parents were asleep. So in fact, we can reasonably
assume that by the time he was a young lad Moses was just as "Egyptianized’ as any of us are
"Americanized” - if not more.

And this is where my amazement begins. The first significant foray of Moses’ adult life
brings him across an argument between a Hebrew and an Egyptian, neither of whom Moses has
ever met before. As the Torah relates it, after looking this way and that to make sure there are
no witnesses, Moses rolls up his sleeves to defend the Hebrew — and in the process happens to
‘smite’ (this means kill) the Egyptian. Dr. J.H. Hertz, Late Chief Rabbi of the British Empire,
interprets this act as a demonstration that Moses’ "loyalty to his kin had not been destroyed by
his Egyptian upbringing.” Quite right, and quite astounding. After spending years — decades,
indeed - under the wing of the ruler of all Egypt, Moses remembers that the Hebrews are his
people. The chosen people, and they automatically merit his lovingkindness over any common
Egyptian. He does not even need a court or a jury; he can recognize oppression on his own.
I ask you - how many of us have ever done this? How many of us have ever instinctively come
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In an interview, Rabbi Abraham Cooper - Associate Dean of the Simon Wiesenthal
Center and Museum of Tolerance - stated that, "Every Jewish immigration is unique. Each
group of Jewish refugees who have come to this country in the last century have gone through
a difficult period of adjustment. In emigrating to America, possibly having lived under the threat
of the governments of their native countries, they entered a very open society where there are
endless choices and they now set their own limits. "As such,” he continued, “new generations
have to discover for themselves positive reasons why they want to continue their practice of
Judaism. "

Rabbi Cooper went on, "Parents may wonder why their children behave differently than
they did in their country of origin, and that is because young Jews now have unprecedented
choices that they never had before, " and he continued, "You cannot teach values by osmosis and
investing in your children’s Jewishness is very important.” Outlining how this could be done,
Rabbi Cooper stressed the importance of Jewish day school, summer camps, and perhaps, even
taking children on a trip to Israel.

"The bottom line," he said, "is that people need to show their children that Judaism is
a priority. It takes both patience and commitment. "

With that in mind, if future generations maintain these same values, and make an effort
to pass it on to their children, we can all benefit. Each of us can do our part, and together we
can build a brighter future.
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Maintaining Our Jewish Identity
in a Free Society

Cindy Karubian

As an American woman married to an Iranian man, I have had a "birds-eye view " of the
wonderful Persian culture for the past sixteen years. Having many dear friends who were born
in Iran, 1 have seen them cling desperately to their own Jewish-Iranian background -- the music,
literature, language, delicious cuisine ... and more.

Here in this “melting pot” of America, we can find fertile soil for assimilation. We are
bombarded with a gentile culture of non-kosher fast-food restaurants. Christmas is a national
holiday. Many teenagers wear crosses in their pierced ears as a fashion statement. Alone, each
may appear "harmless,"” but after a few generations pass, the predominant Christian culture may
be so pervasive that it becomes invasive, tearing at the very heart of a people with such a rich
heritage.

How can we prevent this from happening? 1 believe that the best way is to instill in
children a love of Hebrew, as well as Farsi. Setting aside Shabbat dinner as an important family
time is as essential now as it will be for the future of our children and grandchildren.

In this fast-paced society, it is easy to relinquish what has been practiced for generations
because, let’s face it, many of us are busy, and keeping our Jewish traditions takes time and
commitment.

In our own family, we have consciously tried to put forth an effort into our practice of
Judaism every day, from making a bracha (blessing) before eating to keeping a kosher home.
Practicing our Judaism has become an anchor in a turbulent world; a peace in the midst of hectic
society.

Another way for people to insure a positive future is to become involved in Jewish
outreach and organizations. It can be personally enriching, and may also be a way for them to
connect with others who have the same values in social situations apart from school or work.
Having an opportunity to give and share can be very rewarding.

Perhaps one of our greatest attribute as Jews is our spirituality and belief in God that is
unwavering through all kinds of turmoil. Iranian Jews, in particular, are endowed with this
spirituality, as they left Iran and came to a strange land, America, ready and willing to make a
new beginning for themselves and their families. This could not have been accomplished without
a great deal of faith and belief. And, indeed, they came to this country, sacrificed, persevered,
and succeeded! Surely, they are a modern-day success story and have every reason to be proud
of their unique accomplishments.
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disintegration
amir ohebsion -

guardian angel

of death

plant me inside
mother earth

invite

god’s little creatures
the ants and

the worms

and other humble
life forms

to come

to the feast

in my

grave

and

eat

the flesh

they so

crave

they can come in
through my ears
and slowly devour
all my fears

to them

i dedicate my

heart

and will serve it
with guts and liver
to start

1 know

they will cherish the
remains

of my desires, joys and
pains Artwork: Farid Safai-Kia
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Untitled

Jerusha Simantob

She looks at my face

And tells me of the fear that she senses

A fear she sees in the depths of my eyes

A fear | try so hard to hide and protect
When love knocks loudly at my hearts door
| turn away and make myself deaf

To loves pounding that sings in my head

He has come to me with a gift
Offering his heart

And 1 run the other way

Hoping he will turn and leave my life
Still raw from my past

He becomes the devil | run from

My ego yells

| am not deserving

Love has no place in my life

So 1 fly to a place that beckons me

A home that is rightfully mine

Yet | choose to fill this home with chaos
With an ego | want ripped from my head

Fear has become my destiny

And my heart sings it's songs of love

Only in the abstract

And 1 think of a king who has come
to claim a gueen

Yet one moment 1 am his queen

And the next a slave bound by the past

Bound by the master of memories

Where will yox live this Fall?
ATTENTION STUDENTS!

* Cooperative living
* 9. minutes walk to UCLA
* Affordable rent
* Swimming pool

* Jewish students of all backgrounds
* Single or double rooms

* Kosher Kitchen
* Free parking

LIVE IN A THRIVING JEWISH COMMUNITY ...

JOIN THE WESTWOOD BAYIT

[Call for details (310) 470-8343

Open to Undergrads & Grads from any college

Your ad can be here.
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crooked, walked with a cane and little teeth, he was still there, survivor, burying the seed of a
seed of his soul. He acknowledged with a small nod the words of his daughter.

"Wonderful there, indeed, " she said regretfully. Her daughter, holding the hand of her mate,
was quiet too. Soft red lips just closed together. Dark curly hair floating in the blue breeze.

I walked on. I walked past them all.
Into the blue breeze and the purple dusk and the cliffs and the edge and the forest of trees.

I, a younger man, had been gone a lﬂhg time. At that cliff on the mountain. I had become that
soft floating air, that gentle purple dusk, that smell of blooming mountain wild flowers. I had
become the cliff, its edge, and its deep fall. 1 was all of it. I had been gone a long time.

When I came back, my people had all grown, had all changed. They all had lives, happiness
and sadness, new limbs. When | returned, they were holding a celebration. A celebration that
I had walked in on. People were dancing, eating spit-fired meat, laughing near the mountain.
The blue breeze was still there, the purple dusk.

My sister had a child. Small round hairless wonder. He giggled at my whiskers that tickled his
small neck. His small fingers closed around my cold weary ears.

My mother kissed me, trying not to notice how old I had become. How alone. I had left alone
and had come back alone. A bit larger. A bit more sturdy; like the mountain itself. I had
become strong yet weathered, majestic yet wrinkled, stone, yet somehow ... beaten.

I played with so many children. All of my blood. All who didn’t know me but played with me,
Climbed on my wide, big back and hung on my heavy, long arms, held on to my thick fingers.
I was old.

One cousin from my childhood now had her third child, a daughter. A daughter who could walk
and talk and think. How long had I been away? She was beautiful. She looked as sweet as her
mﬂthm'andasn:wasﬂzbluebrmuflhaiday. With soft green eyes and wavy brown hair
and a mole on the smooth slope of her cheek. Still a child. She loved me. I didn’t know why
because she’d never seen me. Only heard stories. She was going to take care of me, she said.
She brought me fruit and water, She brought me sweet cakes and watched me eat.

I'was old. A giant old rock. Broken at places. Jagged. Larger than her and most of them all.
I was not very touchable, Yet she stood by me, fed me. In me she saw something.

I just let her look.

Full Time Social Worker Position
Includes Pre-migration Planning

*A master degree in Human Services field, ;:-Ius one year relevant
expreience or B.A., degree plus two years of relevant experience.
* If interested, please call Sima Furman at (213) 651-5573.

Your ad can be here
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Requiem For A Rolling Stone

Michael Shokrian

| had come to a mountain.

A big stone. The mountain had trees, lots, cliffs and smoothened stone walkways. It had cool
wind, blue sunlight and purple dusk.

Walking into the purple, the soft blue at the end of the big stone, I was. Walking by myself,
1 was.

On the way | saw a woman from my country. A young dark haired woman. She had been near
the edge of the mountain, looking into the purple dusk, letting the cool blue breeze wash her
body. She walked toward me as I walked toward the edge, looking to go down the big stone,
into the trees, into the purple, into the dusk.

She said to me in excited subtle smiles: "It is beautiful there: you will have pleasure. Be careful.
Take it all in. Come back safe. It is quite wonderful.” She spoke in the mother tongue. I
walked into the dusk.

Walking on top toward the edge of the big gray mountain. I could see trees all over below the
edge. A green ocean below me. Sloping back up, away into the blue breezes. | walked toward

the downhill slopes. "My eyes have been hungry,” 1 thought, "my soul has been battered.”

I saw my aunt walking up. She had gone farther toward the edge than the girl before. She was
with her father, who walked with a cane, and one of her daughters. The one that survived. The
one who is alive. She had found herself a mate, They were mourning the loss. Yet somehow,
underneath, they had faint smiles on their faces. The cool breeze softened my aunt who is
normally so hard. And her father too, who is normally so hard. And her surviving daughter,
who is normally so sad.

They were melancholia.

They saw me walking in the blue light toward the purple dusk. Toward the edge of the big
stone. Toward the green sea of trees beneath us.

"It is wonderful there," said my aunt gently. Faint smile still.

Her father normally a hard talker, a prankster and smoker, pincher of cheeks and young meat,
he quietly looked past us at the horizon. He'd buried so many in his day. Now gray and




dimension to this wonderful writer. 1 hope
you all enjoy this piece as much as 1 have.

Our multi-talented Editor-in-Chief,
Simon (Sion) Ebrahimi is well known for his
Farsi stories, but too few of our readers are
aware that he is also an outstanding poet.
We loved his poem "A House" which
appeared in our last edition and welcome his
beautiful poem, "Day and Night" appedring
in-this issue. Additionally, his uniguely bi-
lingual format acts as a natural bridge
spanning the two sections of Shofar.

Yours truly contributes "Promises”,
a story inspired by and dedicated to someone
I love very deeply.

We proudly introduce three new
writers to Shofar in this issue.

Jerusha Simantob has contributed her
poem, "Untitled". We welcome her to our
pages and we hope to read more of her work
in the future.

We thank Cindy Karubian for her
meaningful piece, "Maintaining Our Jewish
Identity in a Free Society" in which she so
beautifully expresses her opinion of the
importance of Judaism in today's world.
Cindy has a lot of worthwhile things to say
and 1 hope she continues to share herself with

us.

Also premiering in this edition of
Shofar is the work of Omid Arabian entitled

"Three Doses of Moses," a wonderfully
creative and thoughtful piece.

We trust that the range of ideas
expressed herein, from Mr. King, Mrs.
Karubian and Mr. Arabian regarding Judaism
will provoke thought and intelligent
discussion amongst and from our readership.

One of the many beauties of our
religion is its vitality for it encourages
questioning, allows for diverse expression of
intellect and survives debate. Wherever we
may be in the spectum of Judaism, we are all
Jews and as a family of Jews, we are all
deserving of exchanging our views and
expressing our ideas, respectfully, under the
shared umbrella of Judaism.

We hope that Shofar can serve as an
open forum where opinions are aired in good
will and good taste.

Look at as now with our own cover,
our wonderful talent, our enthusiasm, and
our umbrella.

We're on our way!

SHOFAR
Is looking for you.
Have a thought? A poem? A story or essay?

We're Listening.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Guitta Karubian

We had intended to introduce humor
into Shofar with this edition, but have
decided to stifle our chuckle for the moment
arﬂposmmlemalagendamﬂwnenissuﬂ.

No, you're not imagining things.
Thanks to the Chief Editor, and the "Powers
that Be,” this issue of Shofar boasts the first
time that the English Section is printed under
its OwWn COVer.

Symbolic of the ability of our two
cultures to co-exist and flourish in one body,
both the Farsi and English sections of Shofar
now have their own cover; thus each section
stands with its own integrity, connected at or
near the spine to the other, so that interest-
ingly, both our English readers and those
who read the Farsi section ultimately end up
at the same place, having taken somewhat
different yet related paths.

Readers of both sections will be
entertained by the wonderful interview with
Larry King, the 90's "King of talk show
hosts” which Shofar’s distinguished writer,
Guity Borookhim (Simantoob) brings us.

The English section has chosen to me-
morialize this interview on its first cover
with a rather whimsical illustration of the
illustrious Mr. King atop a flying Persian

. Qur first cover is designed by
Koorosh Soleimani, an outstanding cartoonist
who joins our staff with this issue. We wel-
come Koorosh to Shofar.

Hopefully our choice of subject for
our cover will convey our sentiment that as

life deals with people and as we deal with
life, things are not as linear or as divergent
as they may seem; ultimately our paths meet,
as Larry King, this moment's "King"
wielding substantial power in the media
world and borne of hi-tech communications
and a shrinking world monitored by satellite,
interfaces with our Iranian Jewish readership,
a population until recent times ruled by the
"King of Kings" presenting an unlikely
convergence.

Guity has extensive reporting
experience and her interview with Larry King
has afforded us a chance to eavesdrop on
some insightful dialogue with a man who has
retained his candor and simple, straight
forward style despite intensive exposure Lo
the limelight and to the "yada-yada" attitude
that crowns Hollywood.

Under the English cover, we present
an array of talented writers in this issue.

As a staff writer for our Farsi section,
Guity's interview written in English allows us
the opportunity to place her in this issue’s
*In the Spotlight”

Our readers are falling in love (as |
have) with the poetry of Rebecca Moradian.
Her poem entitled "Just to Feel Music"
which is published in this issue is one of my
personal favorites.

Amir Ohebsion, an integral participant
and writer for our English section, whom
we’ll be telling you more about in our next
edition, debuts his poetry in this issue with
"disintegration”; and Farid Safai-Kia, ano-
ther Shofar writer debuts his artistic talent
with his illustration accompanying Amir’s
poem.

Michael Shokrian’s piece, "Requiem
For A Rolling Stone" adds a whole new

B8
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American Jewish Federation, a non-profit
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* Writers contributions to Shofar are
volumary and free

* Al contents of articles comtributed are
the sole responsibility of the relevant
writers and'or the quoted source.

Editor-in-Chief:
Sion (Simon) Ebrahimi

Adminisirative Editor:
Staff Artist:
Staff Photographer:

E. Eshaghian
Jacob Abir
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English Section
Editors:
Guitta Karubian and E. Victory

Contributing Writers:
Sepideh Haggavan Amir Ohebsion
Rebecca Moradian Farid Safaie-Kia
Michael Issac Shokrian

Farsi Section

Staff writers:
Guity Borookhim Barokh Borookhim
Shokooh Darvish Houshang Ebrami
Sam Kermanian Nouri Kharrazi
Nasser Oheb Nina Ostovar
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Advertise in Shofar
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For more advertising information,
please contact us at the above
telephone number.

Omid Arabian
Sion (Simon) Ebrahimi

- Jewlery Designer
= Multi Media Personality
and Business Consultant

Cindy Karubian = Children's Writer
and ASCAP Publisher
Guitta Karubian - Attormey al Law
and Real Estate Consultant
Rebecca Moradian = Literary Liason
Amir Ohebsion - Jewlery Designer
Jerusha Simantob - Administrative Assistani
Michael Shokrian - Wniter
otlight on:

Bom in Tehran, Iran, Guity graduated from the National
University of Tehran in French Literature.

At the age of 17, she started her career as a reporter, writer and
French translator with "Zaneh Rooz", the most prominent women's
magazine in [ran, conducting interviews with celebrities such as Cliff
Robertson and Baigom Agha Khan,

Guity has been a writer and reporter for Shofar from it's very
first edition and has remained one of our most dedicated stafT writers,
Throughout this time, in addition to contributing very popular articles
which generally focus on community problems, she has also conducted
a number of interviews for Shofar with Elie Wiesel. Dennis Prager,
Vidal Sassoon and others.

Guity is very well known throughout the community for her
philanthropic activities. Her Persian translation of "The Nine Questions
People Ask About Judaism", written by Dennis Prager and Joseph
Telushkin, published by the Iranian American Jewish Federation (1AJF),
had record sales with proceeds going to Operation Exodus and The
Emergency Medical Fund of [AJF,

According to Guity, "Writing is a tool to enhances human
vilues in caring for and helping each other.”

Guity and her husband Manouchehr have two children.
Michael, a medical student and Guita, a communications student..

- The Editors
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